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AOBA-KUN'S 

CONFESSIONS 





t L m e : i 

PLEASE TELL ME EVERYTHIN^. 


3 


T L i e : 2 


WHY DON'T YOU 6rET ME TO TALK 7 



§§ 













FtNP 

I'M SURE 
IT GOES 
FOR HIM , 
TOO... 






























HIGH SCHOOL 
1ST YERR, 
SPRING 










































POBFU 

NICE 

SHOT, 

MAN!! 


THANKS. 































































































































































































tcJV & 
5666 
ldVt>. 
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/-FLATTER 

\ /anyone 


ANP 

\ SHINES 
BRIGHTER 
\ THAN 
ANYONE 
ELSE. 


IF 

ONLY 


TOPRY, 

I TRKE THE 
FIRST STEP 
TOWRRPS 
THRT. 


COULP 
BE LIKE 
THRT, 
TOO 































































































CHANGE 
INTO THIS 
UNIFORM 
QUICKLY, 
WILL YOU? 


THANKS 
FOR ALL 
YOUR 
HELP. 


PS 

MY PUNT 
PUNS THIS 
BUSINESS, 
I ENDED 
UP 

GETTING 
P JOB 
HERE. 


YOU'RE 

FINALLY 

HERE, 

MAYO. 


wow 


I GUESS 
THERE PRE 
PEOPLE WHO 
WPNT TO BE 
HEPRD. 


LISTEN 

WHILE 

YOU'RE 

CHANGING, 

MAYO. 








































AT THE 
LISTENING 
HOUSE, WE 
ONLY LISTEN 
TO THE 
CUSTOMER// 
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HUH?! 


WH... 
WHY 
IS HE 
HERE 


BUT I'M 

DOESN'T ERRING 
POESN T I 

even re- ^hsses i 

MEMBER "' \ 

ME TO 

BEGIN On 

WITH iLi 


f 

I 



. 1 .. 



jj 


R... 

'OBR- 

KUN 

,„p 



Jui 


.8$ 



; | ; i | 





















































































WHOR/ 
WHEN 
DID YOU 
COME 
IN? 


'SOMETHING, j 
WHY DON’T 

you? 


WHOR... 

RT 

SCHOOL, 
HE'S SO 
ERR 
RWRY 



















































































































































IS 

A PLACE 
WHERE 
PEOPLE 
LISTEN 
TO YOUR 
PROBLEMS, 
RIGHT? 









































































































































HUH? 

WHHT? 


SURE, 
IF X 
HAVE 
SOME¬ 
THING, 
THAT IS. 


IF 

YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO TALK 
ABOUT.,. 


HU 











































you 

RCTURLLY 
THINK 
THRT?! 


ROBR-KUN 

RBRLLY 

CRME... 































































SECOND- 

YEAR 

STUDENTS 

TRIKI 

IWRSE 


RYOSUKE 

KRZAUMR 


FOR 

THE 

NEXT 

GHME 




RS WELL 
RS FIRST- 
YEAR 

STUDENTS 
KOTn noBn 
AND NAO 
INOHARA. 


WHOR! 
RMRZING! 


LET'S 
GO ALL 
OUT AND 
DESTROY 
THEM/ 


IMPRESSIVE/ 
YOU FIRST- 
YEARS ARE 
ON THE 
STARTING 
LINEUP. 


DON'T 

SLOW 

US 

DOWN, 

OKAY 



- _ m 

IS... J . m 


f /, \\iYV 1 ] 


is v // fjfr. 

|jl \ / 
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A a fj frJJ 

lIMlk V ) i 

1 Lo i M 


pai r ; - i 
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HND 

JUST 

QUIT. 


OH, RIGHT... 
I CRN'T 
RSK RNY 


























































THPT'S 
Ft LIE!! 
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I SHIP 
WE ONLY 
LISTEN AT 
THE LISTENING 
HOUSE, 
PIPN’T I? 


MAYO. 


CUSTOMERS 
COME HERE 
BECAUSE 
THEY WANT 
SOMEONE TO 
ACCEPT WHAT 
THEY HAVE 
TO SAY. 


BEING A 
PERSON OF 
FEW WORPS, 
I THOUGHT 
YOU’P BE 
GOOP FOR 
THE JOB... 


IF THE 

CUSTOMER 
FEELS 
REJECTED, 
THEY’LL CLOSE 
THEIR HEART 
OFF AND 
STOP 
TALKING. 
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THE 

WORPS 

KEPT 

COMING 

OUT... 


































































































BUT 
BEFORE 
I KNEW IT,, 
I FELT 
RELIVEP. 


THE GIRL 
FROM THE 
LISTENING 
HOUSE? 
WHY RRE 

you...? 
















































































































































































































































WANNA 

LISTEN 
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WHY 
DON’T 
YOU GET 
ME TO 
TALK? 


1_ II, * 2 ? 




FROM THE 


LISTENING 


1 HOUSE? 
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MAYO SAKURADA 
BORN MARCH 4TH 
BLOOD TYPE: A 
HEIGHT: 148CM 
FAVORITE FOOD: 
APPLE PIE 
MAYONNAISE 



6:30 AM 

STRUGGLING WITH 
HER UNRULUY HAIR 


UW6NIN6 no u <r VE i 













































































COME 
TO THE 
LISTENING 
HOUSE 
THAT WEEK 
AND TELL 
ME WHAT’S 
ON YOUR 
MIND/ 
























































SERIOUSLY,.. 
I COULDN’T 
HAVE SAID 
IT BETTER 
MYSELF. 


jjp __ 



KT j J 

W vSJ'V 

mm 



!fi\ 

B ^ 
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RS HIS 
LISTENER, 
I WRNT 
TO PO... 


WHRT 
I CRN 
FOR. 
HIM... 


INTERESTING/ 
PEOPLE 
NEEP TIME 
TO TALK 
ABOUT STUFF 
THEY PON'T 
WANT TO 
TALK ABOUT. 


I HAVE 
TO BE INI 
HIS SHOES 
WHEN I 
LISTEN... 


ROBR- 
KUN, I 
HOPE 
If ,YOU 
"COME 
SOON 


READING 
UP ON 
THIS 
STUFF, 

I THINK 
I CAN 
DO IT/ 



















































































You KNOVs/ MY 
DAUGHTER-IN- 
LAW/ CANNOT 
make miso SOUP 
PROPERLY, 

BUT \NHE-N I 
YOUlNC I w 

this ANP that 
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IT’S 

PRETTY 
AMAZING 
THAT YOU 
HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE 
TO GET IT 
IN EVEN 
ONCE. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 
HERE? 


UH... 

WELL. 




















































I... I 

WANTED 
TO KNOW 
WHY... 


I JUST 
WANNA... 
GET TO 
KNOW 

you... 


ONLY 
BEING 
RBLE TO 
LISTEN 


IF you 
CARE 
THAT 
MUCH, 
I'LL 
TALK 


WHY 
DOES IT 
MATTER 
SO 
MUCH 

to you 
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LIKE 

WATER MORE 
THAN TREES 


RIPPLE 


MY 
LOST 
NAME IS 
"AOBA," 
MEANING 
"GREEN 
LEAVES," 
BUT... 


AND I 
LIKE THE 
STARS 
MORE 
THAN THE 
MOON. 


I PREFER 
CHERRY 
BLOSSOMS 
WAY MORE. 
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YOU'RE 

SO 

SIMPLE. 


I WONPER 
WHY HIS 
SMILE 
SEEMS SO 
LONELY... 


W 
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LISTENING 

HOUSE... 


I 

MIGHT 
ENP UP 


MORE 


FROM 


hOBH- 


KUN 


NEVER. 
MINP ONE 
STEP... I 
MIGHT HRVE 
TO TRKER 
HUNPPEP 
STEPS... 
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» a. 
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KOTA AOBA 
BORN AUGUST 7TH 
BLOOD TYPE: A 
HEIGHT: 184CM 
FAVORITE FOOD: 
GYOZA 

TOMATO JUICE 



6:30 AM 

WALKING HIS BELOVED 
DOG LUCKY WHILE 
OUT FOR A JOG. 






























































































HR HR HR, 
SURPRISED? 
TRIKI’S R 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON 
WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
BRSKET- 
BRLL. 


WELL... 

IF THIS 
IS ALL 
IT TAKES 
TO MAKE 
SOMEONE 
TIREP... 


THEN 
WE PON'T 
NEEP THEM 
ON THE 
TEAM... 


HE HFtS 
Ft CUTE 
SMILE 


YOU’RE 

GETTING 

LEFT 

BEHIND, 

SEMPRI/ 


PAnt 


pant/\ 

x /\ / \ 

/ 1 


THIS IS ) ' 

TORTURE. / 

) I'M DONE 

\ V rf 

V J - 


x \ X \;' xx ' 


'V X X\ 

































OH? 

I GUESS 
you STILL 
HRVE THE 
STRENGTH 
TO YELL/ 


HURRY 

UP... 


TAKE 
THE BHLL 
FROM ME 
ALREADY/ 






















CRflzy.. 

FROM 

THAT 

FAR... 


HIS 

SHOOTING 
PERCENT¬ 
AGE IS 
INSANE... 


OH, YEPH? 
I'M NOT 
GONNP LET 
SOME FIR.ST- 
YEPR SHOW 
ME UP! 


I DON'T 
WANNA 
LOSE 
TO HIM. 


DON’T LET 
AOBA GET ALL 
THE ACTION IN 
FRONT OF THE 
GIRLS. 


THE 
TEAM'S 
IN GOOD 
SHAPE 
'CAUSE 
AOBA IS 
PUSHING 
THEM. 


SUPPENLY, 

EVERYONE'S 

GETTING 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT’S 
ALL FOR 
TODAY, 
GUYS. 
EVERYONE, 
COOL 
DOWN. 


I'M 

SORRY 

FOR 

LIVING. 


RNPIHRP TO POLISH RLL 
THE BRSKETBRLLS THRT 
WERE THROWN ON 
THE COURT... 


BUT 

I GOTTR 
MEET 

ROBR-KUN 
RS THE 
LISTENING 
HOUSE 
GIRL- 


PIP HE 
RLRERPY 
LERVE 
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LIKE GREEN 
LEAVES, 
THEY’RE ONLY 
GONNA GET 
BETTER 
FROM HERE 
ON OUT. 


WHAT 

pip you 

SAY? 

SPEAK 

UP. 


ROBA, 
ABOUT THE 
PROBLEM 
YOU HAVE 



















IT’S 

THAT YOU 
CAN’T ADMIT 
WHEN YOU 
LIKE SOME¬ 
THING, 
ISN’T ITP 


WHAT 

GIVES, ALL 
OF A 

SUDDEN? 
















TH-THEN 
SHY IT. 
SPY THAT 
YOU LIKE 
BASKETBALL 
AND THRT 
YOU LIKE 
YOUR TEAM¬ 
MATES. 



















































































































































DUMP 





























































I'M 

COMING/ I 


YOU’RE 

FINALLY 

HERE/ 


Uj \ 

ill 

11/ /ml 

i^ /// if 





































































































4 


4 


AOBA-KUN'S 

CONFESSIONS 










SO THE 
STUFF YOU 
SHIP HBOUT 
ME ERRLIER 
WHS 'CRUSE 
YOU KNEW 
HBOUT THE 
BHSKETBHLL 
TERM,,. 


I'VE 

BEEN 

FOUND 

OUT 


YOU 
GO TO 
MY HIGH 
SCHOOL 


so 

THAT’S 
HOW 
BADLY 
YOU 
WANTED 
TO KNOW 
ABOUT 
MY PROB¬ 
LEMS, 
HUH 
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YOU'VE 
GOT IT 
ALL 

WRONG! 
I JUST... 
WANTEP 
TO KNOW 
RBOUT 
YOU. 


WAS 
IT FUN 
FOR YOU 
KNOWING 
THAT A GUY 
AT SCHOOL 
MIGHT HAVE 
PROBLEMS 
WHEN HE 
SEEMS LIKE 
HE HAS 
NONE? 


WHEN YOU 
SHIP YOU 
UKEP 
BASKET¬ 
BALL! 


NEVER 
MIND 
WHETHER 
OR NOT 
I LIED 


HOW 
ABOUT 
THE FACT 
THAT YOU 
DECEIVED 
ME? 
































WHRT 
90 
I 90 
NOW 




















NAO INOHARA 
BORN JULY 8TH 
BLOOD TYPE: AB 
HEIGHT: 184CM 
FAVORITE FOOD: 
HAMBURGER STEAK 
KARAAGE 



6:30 AM 

WOKEN UP BY KOTA 
AND ALTERNATE 
RINGER SOUNDS 



THepe 
Ape six 
MBMeeps 
in THe 
inohapa 
family. 
























































wow/ 

LOOK HT 
HER/ SHE'S 
MOVING HER 
LIMBS LIKE 
CRHZY, BUT 
SHE’S SO 
SLOW. 


-.YOU'Pt: 
: PI&HT. , 


IS IT 
'CRUSE 
you 
DON'T 
WRNT 
TO SEE 
ME? 


WHY, 
ROBR- 
KUN? 


flOBfl- 

KUN/ 






















































































ALSO 
WON’T BE 
PLAYING 
IN THE 
GAME 


SO 

THERE'S 
NO POINT 
GOING TO 
PRACTICE, 
RIGHT? 


THE 

GAME IS 
IN TWO 
DAYS. 
WHAT THE 
HECK 
IS HE 
THINKING 


PIP 

YOU 

FINP 

AOBA 


I 61ONNA 

MessA&e 

= HIM — 














































































































































YES? 



























































































































































GIVE 
SOME¬ 
THING 
ELSE 
H TRY 
BESIDES 
LISTEN¬ 
ING... 


DON'T 
MRKE 
FACES 
LIKE THAT 
IN FRONT 
OF OUR 
CUSTOM¬ 
ERS/ 


AND 
COME 
BACK A 
LITTLE 
WISER, 
OKAY? 


IT WAS 
TOO 

SOON TO 
HAVE YOU 
WORKING 
AT THE 
LISTENING 
HOUSE. 


SOMETHING 
I CRN DO 
BESIDES 
LISTENING 



















































ROBR'S ol 
MISSING • * 
PRACTICE 
RGRINFI I 


LIKE WHPT, 
EXRCTLY? 


IS 

THIS 

SOME 

JOKE 


HE 

WOULDN'T 
MISS 
TOMOR¬ 
ROW'S ' 
GAME, 
RIGHT? 


PIP 

HE WRNT 
TO QUIT 
THE TERM 
BECRUSE HE 
COULPN'T 
RPMIT THRT 
HE LIKES 
BRSKET- 
BRLL? 


WHRTS 
GOING TO 
HRPPEN 
IF HE 
POESN'T 
WHOW UP 
TO THE 
GRME? 











































































































THRVS.. 

NOT 

GOOP. 


BRSKET- 
BRLL ISN'T 
THE ONLY 
VRLURBLE 
THING HE'LL 
ENP UP 
LOSING 
LIKE THIS 




I GET 
THE PEELING 
THHT HE 
WON'T BE 
RBLE TO 
RPMIT TO 
LIKING 
HNYTHING 
FOR. THE 
REST OF HIS 
LIFE... 


HEY! 

NHO! 















































THE 

GUYS 

FROM 

TUB 

BASKET¬ 

BALL 

TEAM? 


ARGH! 
trs JUST 
NOT THE 


WHY'S , 

MISSING 

PRACTICE 

?! 


WITHOUT 

AOBA! 





































































































































MAN, 

YOU'RE 

ONE 

COUP 

DUPE! 


IF HE 

BRILS ON 
US NOW, 
IT SHOWS 
WHRT HE’S 
WORTH. 


GOTTFI 
GET 
AOBA- 
KUNTO 
PLAY IN 
THE 
GAME! 


I WANNA 
BELIEVE 
HE MEANT 
IT... WHEN 
HE SAID 
HE LIKED 
BASKET¬ 
BALL... . 



















































































LETS MEET UP AT 8 FOR TMW'S 
GAME! DON’T BE LATE! 


HOW MUCH MONEY CAN 
WE USE FOR SNACKS? 


HEY, ARE YOU 
THERE, KOTA? 
I'M GOING TO 
YOUR HOUSE 
RIGHT NOW 


SORRY/ 
I ASKED 
INOHHRH- 
KUN 
WHERE 
YOU LIVE/ 

























































FIRED 


























I TOLP 
EVERYONE 
THAT YOU 
PONT 
PURN ON 
RUBYING. 


I PON'T 
WORK 
AT THE 
LISTENING 
HOUSE 
ANYMORE, 
SO I'LL SAY 
WHATEVER 
I WANT. 


THEY 
SAIL? IF 
YOU JUST 
BAIL NOW, 
IT SHOWS 
WHAT YOU'RE 
WORTH/ 


THE 

CAPTAIN... 
RYOUSUKE- 
SEMPAI... 
ANP ALSO 
INOHARA- 
KUN... 


© 























I TOLD 

you to 
CONSIDER 
OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
FEELINGS, 
DIDN'T 
I P 


WHY DO YOU 
FEEL THE NEED 
TO STICK YOUR. 
NOSE WHERE 
IT DOESN'T 
BELONG 
?! 















you AND 
I WERE IN 
THE SAME 
CLASS FOR 
R YEAR BRCK 
IN JUNIOR 
HIGH, AOBA- 
KUN 


WHEN 

IWAS ABLE 
TO SHARE 
WITH YOU 
WHRTI 
COULDN’T 
SHARE WITH 
ANYONE 
ELSE... 

I WAS SO 
HAPPY. 


/./////, 




BUT IT 


LOOKS 


LIKE 


THINGS 

% 

HAVE 

’4 

CHRNGED. , 

1 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































WORDS 
THAT YOU 
CAN’T SAY, 
AOBA- 






































To be continued in volume 2. 
































































































































The End. 






















































THIS STORY TAKES 
PLACE IN A SOME¬ 
WHAT STRANGE 
SETTING CALLEP \ 
THE "LISTENING 
HOUSE," WITH 
"LISTENING" BEING 
THE THEME. 



HELLO, AND NICE 
TO MEET YOU/ MY 
NAME IS EMA TOYAMA. 
THANK YOU VERY 
MUCH FOR PICKING 
THIS BOOK. 


I DIDN’T 
THINK MUCH 
OF IT THEN, 
BUT... 


IT IMPRESSED ALTHOUGH I 


ME HOW 
HHPPy THE 
CUSTOMERS 
SEEMED 
SPENDING 
THAT TIME. 


WAS SURPRISED 
TO LEARN THAT 
PEOPLE PAY 
MONEY TO HAVE 
SOMEONE LISTEN 
TO THEM... 


m.. 



I FIRST HEARD 
OF "LISTENING" 
BEING A JOB 
WHEN I WATCHED 
A TELEVISION 
SPECIAL ON 
ODD JOBS. 


GETTING 
SOMEONE TO 
LISTEN TO YOUR 
PROBLEMS 
MIGHT ACTUALLY 
BE QUITE 
IMPORTANT.,. 




WHEN MY MOM 
WAS STRESSED, 
SHE WOULD SAY 
THE SAME THING 
OVER AND OVER 
AGAIN, AND I 
WOULD LISTEN 
ATTENTIVELY... 


I'LL tst 

DOING MY 
BEST WITH 
MAYO, SO W ge 
I HOPE TO woNpep.- 
SEE YOU IN mu 
THE SECOND 
VOLUME/ 

C"? 


WHEN I SAID 
THAT TO MY 
SUPERVISOR, 

SHE HAD \ 
THE BEST ... ' 
RESPONSE/ ' 


IT WOULD BE 
WONDERFUL IF 
KIDS READ THIS 
AND THOUGHT, 
"TOMORROW, 
I’M GONNA TRY 
LISTENING WHEN 
MY FRIENDS 
SHARE SOME¬ 
THING WITH ME"/ 


AND SO, THIS 
STORY WAS 
BORN/ MY 
SHOULDERS 
ENDED UP 
HURTING, BUT... 


special ThCMlcS-fc TO MY SUP6PVIS0P, MY ACTANT. EVERYONE I SURVEYED ON THE HI&H SCHOOL SOYS’ SASKETSALL W 


MY DESIGNER, AS WELL AS EVERYONE ELSE WHO WAS INVOLVED! 





















what on 

EARTH 
HAPPENED 
TO YOU... 


AFTER X 
transferred 
SCHOOLS?. 


WILL EACH OF THE GUTS FROM 
THE BASKETBALL TEAM... 
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